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Office concerhed (Rule 74.1 ).;See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details: 
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I. Basis or the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been famished to the receiving Office in 
under Article )4 are referred to in this report as ' originally filed '' and are not annexed to the report since they do not 



response so an invitaiion 
contain amendments.). 



| | the international appticaiion as originally fifed. 

1-3-7 , as originally filed. 

. filed with the demand, 

2.2 a , filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the description, pages 

■i 

pages . 



pages 
pages , 



27 Seplembcr 2001 f27.09.200l ) 



the claims, 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-7 



. , as originally filed. 
, as amended under Article 19, 

, , filed with the demand, 

. . filed with the letter of 27 September 2001 f27.09.200n 
. , filed with the letter of ; 



the dratvings. 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig . 
sheets; fig 
sheets/Tig , 



1/1 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

1 1 the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets.'fig 



- | I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
J ' ' — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (1A) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

All the method and device features of independent 
Claims 1 and 6, in particular the regulating 
variables defined in the characterising parts of 
said claims, are neither described nor alluded to in 
the cited prior art. 

The criterion of novelty (PCT Article 33(2)) is 
therefore satisfied. 



The subject matter of the application (method and 
device) also involves an inventive step for the 
following reasons (PCT Article 33(3)): 

A method and a device as per the preambles to the 
present Claims 1 and 6 are known from Dl 
(WO-A-94/28212) . In contrast to the invention, 
however, in Dl an optical property, namely the index 
of refraction, is measured and used for process 
control (regulation) . Di does not allude to other 
physical parameters for this purpose. 

D2 (EP-A-0 254 803} describes a simple, economical 
method for producing pure, aqueous amine 
oxide/cellulose solutions. It is emphasised in 
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column 2, lines 43-52 that the concentration of the 
end product can be monitored (regulated) with the 
aid of the index of refraction or density measuring 
and the solution thus obtained can be used directly 
for all known applications (the production of 
cellulose fibres is mentioned in column 1, line 5) . 



D2 therefore equates the measuring of an optical 
property of the solution with a non-optical solution 
property. 

Nevertheless, for the following reasons it would not 
have been obvious for a person skilled in the art to 
replace the index of refraction used in Dl to 
monitor the concentration of the solution with the 
measuring of a non-optical solution property 
(density), as described in D2. 

The density measuring proposed in D2 is carried out 
on two -component solutions (water/amine oxide 
solution) containing peroxide impurities, that is 
not on a cellulose-containing spinning solution , but 
rather on pure, slightly coloured starting material. 
In contrast, in the present application the spinning 
solution, that is a ternary mixture (cellulose/amine 
oxide/water), is regulated by measuring specific 
physical properties. Said mixture can also be 
coloured to a large extent and therefore in such a 
case the measuring of optical properties would not 
produce the desired aim. 

The teaching of D2 does not suggest to a person 
skilled in the art in an obvious manner transferring 
the density measuring to the aforementioned ternary 
mixture or the improvements associated therewith 
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(rapid, optimum monitoring of the spinning solution 
composition and the resultant improved properties of 
the shaped body produced) . 



Consequently, a combination of the above two 
documents would lead to the subject matter of the 
present application only with knowledge of the 
invention (ex post facto analysis) . 

Identical considerations apply to the claimed 
device- If the necessary modification to the 
measuring device known from Dl involves an inventive 
step, the same must apply to the corresponding 
apparatus. 
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